MINUTES FROM COMENIUS Group’s  meeting 2009-03-20 
Location: 
Ölme country store in Kristinehamn 
Participants: 
Yngve Nyberg, Lena Backman, Maria Gudmundsson, Werner Grill,         

Mats Tornhamre, Martin Andersson, Lars Reinholdsson and Anders 

Andersson 
Time: 
13.00-16.00 
The purpose of this meeting was mainly to plan the future of our Comenius project for the time after the Easter holidays until the end of the spring term. 

1)     Evaluation of student presentations 
        a) All eleven student groups except group number two have now completed their    

            presentations in front of the webcam. All students, however, have not always  

            been present at the presentations, due to fear of speaking in front of the other   

            students and the webcam. Several groups have made good presentations, 

            although many students read directly from their scripts instead of speaking..

 
        b) As we have previously pointed out the work with the presentations took very   

            long. This is partly due to technical problems, but from now on we must 

            have less time for student assignments, more concrete assignments, collect 

            assignments for evaluation and check that the aims of the courses have been 

            fulfilled. Work in mixed groups (Presterud-Brogår’n) has also taken time 

            because of transportation between the schools. This has also been troublesome 

            for the students.


2)     How can we move forward with the project ?
        a) We decided that after Easter until the end of the spring term -09 we will 

            continue with a more practical task on the theme of energy. Students in TE2                 

            will make CAD drawings and design some different types of wind turbines   

            and “metal-based solar ovens”. The pupils in IP2 will estimate the costs for

            them and build them in their workshop. The TE2-students will do this during 

            the course “Teknikutveckling” (technical development) (teacher Yngve 
            Nyberg) and during some “Svenska B” (Swedish) lessons (teacher Werner              

            Grill). The IP 2 students will work with it during their course 
            ”Produktionsteknik (productive technology) (teacher Martin Andersson).   

            Hopefully the students will be finished building before the end of the term so  

            that we can evaluate the products then or possibly in the beginning of the next 

            term (autumn -09). 


            The next phase of the project during the autumn -09 will be to examine the 
            energy situation in eleven (one country per group) African countries, probably 
            within the course Samhällskunskap A (Civics), and also construct a model of a 
            bioreactor in the course Naturkunskap A (Science). Later in the autumn the       

            TE2-students will probably construct a proper biogas reactor. The plan for this

            phase of the project is not yet definitely determined, but should be completed  

            in mid autumn -09. 

            The future planning of the latter part of the autumn -09 is not fixed. A possible 
            continuation is to adapt the technology we developed during the spring period 
            to the African countries' needs, or let the students do some joint work with the 
            school in Tanzania on the theme of energy (see below). 
       b)  See above 

 c) The students will continue to work in eleven groups. The groups will not be 
            mixed, which means that we are not depending on parallel classes. However, 
            the TE2-students’ designs will be built by the IP2-pupils of the same group. 
            Possibly even the German students will build these items on the basis of the  

           TE2-students’ designs, which will be discussed when the German teachers visit  

           us here in Kristinehamn in a couple of weeks (w 15). 

       d) We shall see if the teachers in Samhällskunskap (Civics) and Naturkunskap 

           (Science) are interested in participating in the project, without being included 
           in the project. This requires, however, that TE3 will have Naturkunskap A 

           (Science) during the autumn term -09. 

       e) As mentioned earlier, the project assignments are part of Yngve’s and Martin’s  

           courses. Some Swedish B lessons will be used as well for TE2. 

       f) The students’ presentations of the project will be done during spring -09

           by writing a report in English graded by the English teachers and linked to 
           the project's website. During the autumn-09 the students make a report in 
           Swedish about the African countries' energy situation and a PowerPoint  

           presentation in English per group. However, it should be clear from the report 
           which parts the various students wrote so that the report can be marked. 
           Arrangements for this are not yet definitive. During the spring the English 
           teachers should also give their students tasks so the Swedish and German 

           students can communicate with each other by mail, skype or webcam. This will 
           be discussed during the German teachers' visit here. 

       g) The student group examining the energy situation in Tanzania should contact a 
           school in the country in good time. The contact will be arranged by the student 
           Anton Mörk’s father Leif Mörk (leif.mork @ gmail.com). As a suggestion they 
           come into contact with a limited group of students they exchange a little 
           experience with, among other things their schools, education, hobbies and 
           future plans. This is expected to take place during the first half of the autumn –

           09. If this seems interesting, cooperation can be developed further during the 

           latter part of the autumn-09. 

3)    The trip to Germany 
       a) Let us say w16 spring 2010, ie the ten days 16/4-25/4. 

       b) We plan to rent a bus for ten days. The cost of this is 60 000-70 000 SEK (51 
           persons). The cost of a double-decker bus (68 people) is approximately 20% 
           higher. 

       c) The advantage of travelling by bus instead of plane is that on the one hand we 

           may visit the sights during the journey to and from Essen and on the other it’s 

           easier to make trips in the area around Essen. By bus, it may be more of a 
           classical education journey - a Grand Tour. Werner checked out some sights: 

· The concentration camp Bergen Belsen http://www.bergenbelsen.de/en/ 
· Wupperthal’s hanging train: http://www.wuppertal.de/ 

· High-speed Train Trans Rapid in Emsland: http://www.transrapid.de, http://sv.wikipedia.org/wiki/Transrapid 
  

4)    Other issues 
       a) We check if we can use the project money to the allowance of the expenses. 

       b) We will check if the teachers can receive compensation (or time) for the two 
           Saturdays and Sundays during the trip to Essen next year. 

       c) Links to what we are planning to build, .i.e. solar ovens, wind power stations  

           and biogas reactors are available here.
